M AC N A M A R A
M E S SAG E
SUMMER EDITION 2021

DEAR
FRIENDS,

Welcome to the Summer 2021
edition of the Macnamara Message
Dear Friends,
After a year that brought the world and our
beautiful city challenges the likes of which we have
ever seen before, 2020 has finally been consigned
to history.
I hope you have had an enjoyable and safe
Summer, catching up with family and friends,
enjoying some sun (when Melbourne weather
allows it) and getting reacquainted with our
wonderful local cafes, restaurants and businesses.
Needless to say, it’s never been more important to
support our local small businesses.
I want to sincerely thank everyone yet again for
the sacrifices you have made over the past year to
help us get to this point. For following the health
restrictions, for getting tested when you weren’t
feeling well, for practicing social distancing, for
masking up and sanitising regularly. And most of
all, I want to thank those frontline workers who
worked through the year – the doctors, nurses
and other healthcare and emergency workers, the
cleaners, the delivery drivers and transport
workers, the supermarket and essential retail
workers, the cooks and hospitality staff who kept
our takeaway businesses going and so many more.
When we needed to come together as a
community and as a city, we did. And because
of that, we are living our lives in a way that is the
envy of most of the world, especially in the United
States and across Europe.
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But a new year is here and 2021 poses many new
challenges for us as we seek to get vaccinated,
rebuild our economy post-COVID and, I hope,
make some lasting reforms to make Australia a
fairer and more equal nation.
We have some remarkable opportunities as we
head back to Parliament in February – and our
recovery from COVID must be about creating
better opportunity for all – from tackling climate
change and creating new, clean jobs to building
more social and affordable housing, to investing in
more affordable childcare and fixing the crisis in
our aged care system.
We have much work to do but we also have a
great opportunity – Australia and Victoria are
resilient places full of resilient people – now we
need vision and leadership to prepare us for the
future.
Enjoy the rest of your summer and as always, don’t
hesitate to reach out if there’s anything my office
or I can do to help.

Josh

AUSTRALIA DAY

L E T ’ S C R E AT E
T H E D AT E
It’s always an honour to preside over Citizenship Ceremonies to
congratulate our newest citizens on a very special day. Australia
and especially Melbourne are the world’s greatest success stories
of multiculturalism and there is nothing better than welcoming in
new Australians from right around the world.
But Australia Day is not just a day of celebration – we must be
respectful of the fact that for our First Australians, it is a very
difficult day. It was a special privilege to be invited by the Boon
Wurrung Foundation and the City of Port Phillip to address this
year’s second annual We-Akon Dilinja – a Morning of Mourning
which acknowledges the perspectives and reflections of our
Indigenous Australians around the date of January 26 and the
history it represents. It was a powerful morning before a strong
crowd who braved a cold, early morning to pay their respects to
our First Nations.
As I told the crowd, we need to do more than talk when it comes
to reconciliation. We need to listen to the Uluru Statement from
the Heart, and we need to act, to advance constitutional reform
to enact a First Nations Voice, and to advance a treaty process
and truth-telling.
I also wrote an opinion piece in The Age, published on Australia
Day, arguing that January 26 is a divisive date and it shows how
incomplete our national story is. It’s time we were ambitious
about how we complete that story – I don’t think we should
change the date, I think we should create the
date, building a new date around achieving real, lasting
reconciliation with Indigenous Australians and becoming a truly
independent republic.
You can read my article here; and you can watch the We-Akon
Dilinja here.

OUR CAMPAIGN IS OVER

LEIFER IS BACK
13 long years after she fled Australia, we received the news
in January that Malka Leifer has finally been extradited
to return to Australia, where she will at long last face a
Victorian courtroom to answer the 74 charges of alleged
child sexual abuse she has been charged with.
Given this is now a matter before the Victorian courts,
now it is time for us to leave this case in the hands of
our judicial system. Our campaign is over, but I want to
acknowledge three sisters, Dassi Erlich, Nicole Meyer and
Elly Sapper, who campaigned tirelessly to see this day
come. They will finally get their day in court.
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PRESENTING THE DAME JEAN

M A C N A M A R A AWA R D
Last year was an incredibly challenging year for all
of us, but students at our local schools impressed
me with their hard work and positive attitudes
in very hard circumstances. To celebrate the
achievements of local year six students and their
families I was delighted to present the inaugural
Dame Jean Macnamara Award at Primary Schools
across Macnamara. In honour of the namesake of our
electorate, the award recognises a female student
who has overcome challenges to excel at STEM
subjects this year. Our local teachers and principals to
thank them for all of their work in such a challenging
year. It was great to catch up with many of them to
say thank you over breakfast in the final school week
of last year.

G R A N T S U P D AT E
The easing of COVID-19 restrictions meant that I’m
now able to get back on the road visiting local
community groups and sporting clubs. It was great

THANK YOU

to especially visit a number of organisations that
have been successful with grant applications in the

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

previous year and to see firsthand how they put
use to their funding. The Stronger Communities
Grant which allows community organisations to
apply for funds up to $20,000 is now open.

I was overwhelmed by the generosity of our community

This grant allows community groups to buy new

and the amazing donations we received throughout the

equipment or improve their facilities. Head to the

Macnamara Christmas appeal. Each Christmas, my office

grants page on my website for more info.

collects donations for local charities to distribute to those
in need, and this year we set a new record. I know that
so many families across Victoria have done it tough this
year but the generosity of our local community to help
those who spent Christmas in crisis accommodation was
just incredible. Your donations were gratefully received by
the Father Bob Maguire Foundation, Launch Housing and
Upton Road Youth Crisis Accommodation. A big thank
you to everyone who donated!

(03) 9534 8126
219 Barkly Street, St Kilda, Victoria 3182
josh.burns.mp@aph.gov.au
joshburns.com.au
joshburnsmp
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